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2nd Sunday of Epiphany
The gospel of John starts off at a pace after the cosmic opening which we always hear at Christmas about the light
coming into the world. There is then a succession of days where on day one we are introduced the John the
Baptist; day two John meets Jesus; day three Jesus calls Andrew and Simon Peter and in our reading today (John
1:43-51) we land on day four where Jesus calls Nathanael.
Nathanael is initially sceptical about Jesus when his friend Philip comes to find him. “Can anything good come out
of Nazareth?” he declares. Nathanael is reluctant, but is won over when Jesus speaks to him. His scepticism is not
condemned or admonished but rather it seems Jesus praises him.
Scepticism or unwillingness are part of a journey of faith and God can always use an enquiring mind. But there is
one crucial invitation spoken to Nathanael which is for him to “Come and see”. As we slip into lockdown again it
may feel like there is not much to come and see as once again, we cannot gather in church and must be very
careful at all times. What this lockdown does do is force many of us to look for God in other places because there
are remarkable things to behold. Again, we are asked how we can use the time we have to be closer to God and
carve out that space to pray or be still or read the Bible or reflect and hold the needs of others in prayer before
God. It is possible to come seeking even if we can’t set foot outside.
Jesus final words to Nathanael are of an invitation for all to “Come and see”
Fr Simon

NOTICES
Changes to Minster Opening times: the Minster will be open Thursday – Sunday, from 10am-12noon for private
prayer. Please follow distancing guidelines. There will be an online service every Sunday at 10am. If you wish to
volunteer to help keep the Minster open, contact the Parish Office.

Midweek Eucharists cancelled for January while this region is in Tier 4. We’ll review this during the month.
Annual Report 2020 – although groups only met for a short period of time last year, if any leaders wish to submit
a brief report to be included in the Annual Report, please email to Tracy in the Parish office.
Pathway Volunteers – if anyone is interested in volunteering at Pathway, please contact Jennifer King:07715
959830. Pathway opens Mon, Wed & Fri serving a lunch. Any amount of time you can offer may help.
Online: If you’re online you can find the “Parish of Great Yarmouth” on YouTube. We’ll also do live streaming on
our Facebook page: www.facebook/GtYarMinster . You don’t have to be signed up to Facebook to view these.
Regular Giving To set up a regular payment or make a one-off gift, account name The Parochial Church Council of
the Ecclesiastical Parish of Great Yarmouth, sort code 20-99-21 and account number 60425850. Thank you.
Parish Magazine: The January magazine is out now, if you have any articles for the magazine please contact Pat
Stringer, email: pat.stringer1@sky.com

PARISH PRAYER LIST If anyone wants someone prayed for please ask. Pray for those who are sick or in
need, all who are suffering in body, mind, or spirit or in need of God’s loving care: Sheila, Brenda, David,
Susan, Wally, Pam, Nadine, Claire. Remember before God the recently departed Eileen Reed, Lillian Newson,
Robin Hambling. Pray for St Nicholas Priory School: head teacher Maria Grimmer.

